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What?
The Southern Afr ica Federat ion of the Disabled (SAFOD)

and the Univers i ty  of  Loughborough plan to hold a ser ies of

ass ist ive technology (AT)  webinars f rom September 2021  to

bui ld momentum towards the Southern Afr ica Ass ist ive

Technology Expo (SAATE) ,  in  September 2022

P :  +267 3170751

E :  ass ist ivetech@safod.net

W :  www.webinar.saate.org

From 28 to 29 September 2021.  

When is the First Webinar?

The dates and thematic goals  for  the other webinars wi l l  be

announced in due course before the main SAATE in

September 2022.

How About the Other Webinars?

WEBINAR



What is the Theme & Aim of the 1st Webinar?

With the central  theme focused on "Assist ive

Technology Business Innovat ions,"  th is  webinar seeks to

address object ive two of SAATE 2022, which is  to

advance local  innovat ions of  appropr iate AT solut ions,

products ,  and serv ices.  The webinar wi l l  focus on best

pract ices for  sustainable ass ist ive technology business

innovat ions with in Southern Afr ica and beyond.

Who is Attending the 1st Webinar?
The 1st  webinar targets a wide range of

pract ical  problem solvers  of  AT,  

including manufacturers ,  suppl iers ,  and

serv ice providers f rom Southern Afr ica 

and beyond. We expect delegates

represent ing Organizat ions of  Persons with

Disabi l i t ies (OPDs) ,  persons with

disabi l i t ies or  parents of  chi ldren with

disabi l i t ies who are looking to learn more

about AT entrepreneurship;  internat ional

non-governmental  organizat ions that are

engaged in AT provis ion;  other Civ i l

Society Organizat ions (CSOs);  key

governments off ic ia ls  involved in AT

procurement and provis ion;  representat ives

from profess ional  associat ions;  academic

and industry  researchers;  and the media.

In  terms of speakers,  SAFOD and

Loughborough University are invit ing AT

practit ioners,  researchers,  small  AT

entrepreneurs,  and well-established AT

businesses to present their  experiences vis-

à-vis challenges and good practices in local

manufacturing,  supply chain,  marketing,  and

other forms of innovations.



What Will the Delegates Learn & Discuss?

The webinar wi l l  feature 30 minutes presentat ions f rom

different speakers who wi l l  be drawn from academia,

research inst i tut ions ,  d isabi l i ty  organizat ions,  and smal l

and medium-sized AT entrepreneurs.  The presentat ions

wi l l  be grouped into sess ions,  which wi l l  focus on the

role os research & development in enhancing AT

business innovat ions;  the appl icat ion of the novel

Business Integrated Industr ia l  Design Innovat ion 

(B I ID)  process can promote AT business 

innovat ions.  

Other speakers wi l l  be shar ing

chal lenges and good business

pract ices/innovat ions that make local

social  enterpr ises thr ive;  the role of

ass ist ive technology hubs and/or labs in

enhancing entrepreneur ia l  innovat ions;

and SAFOD’s roadmap for  Southern

Afr ica with regards to ass ist ive

technology.  Each sess ion wi l l  be

fol lowed by a plenary sess ion for  45

minutes,  to al low for  more discuss ions

than just  presentat ions.  I t  i s  expected

that at  the end of the event ,  the

delegates wi l l  make specif ic

recommendations for  st rengthening AT

entrepreneur ia l  innovat ions in the region.
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Limited Seats!
Book and register  now because our

seats are l imited only  to 500  registered

delegates.  Download the fu l l  event

schedule and s ign up onl ine on our

website:  www.webinar.saate.org

What Are Some of the Examples? 

Throughout the event ,  delegates wi l l  learn

about ,  for  example,  a young Motswana woman,

Lucia,  who wi l l  share her exper ience managing

the Signcoach app,  a mobi le appl icat ion that

teaches the Botswana s ign language. Tendekayi

wi l l  share his  inspirat ions for  developing the

wor ld 's  f i rst  rechargeable hear ing aid battery.

A researcher ,  Tone,  wi l l  speak about an

innovat ive tool  for  screening hear ing

impairments us ing commercial ly  avai lable

tablets ,  headphones,  and dedicated 

software for  gaming.  K im wi l l  share 

lessons f rom the GSMA's digital  AT 

innovat ions.  More event presentat ions or

act iv i t ies are documented in the fu l l  event

schedule.  

How to Contact the Organizers?


